Born and raised in Australia, I have an absolute love for this country of freedom and mateship, the country which I call my own. The thing I love most about this country is the strong culture and its sheer uniqueness compared with any other place on earth. 
A perfect day in my Australia consists of mates and family gathered around a sizzling Aussie BBQ, the scent of onions and meat creating a balmy atmosphere as it entices the company to gather around it. I’m accompanied by a frosty esky full of stubbies and excited to join the heated game of backyard cricket. A simple day like this consisting of typical but unique Aussie traditions makes me feel at ease and at home. This relaxed nature of the Australian culture creates enjoyable experiences and memories which are close to my heart and truly part of my Australia.
My Australia includes a number of Australian icons which never fail to entertain me and many other Australians and people around the world. 
As the Aussie cricket team completely thrash England once again, my eyes grow glassy from tears. I stretch over to change the channel, ready to be engrossed in the many dramas in Neighbours which I, sadly, watch religiously everyday. I just could not live without my dose of overacted drama to escape the stresses of everyday life. Neither will I deny that I cried when I found out that Bert’s Family Feud got axed! To many people, television shows like Neighbours and the very Australian Home and Away, mean nothing more to them than a waste of half an hour watching a mindless length of pointless drivel, but these uniquely Australia television shows contribute to what Australia means to me and also portray experiences of what Australia means to so many other Australians. Television shows such as the (now very famous) Chasers War on Everything are also among my favourites as it takes advantage of the humorous side of political debates, and what could be more Australian than pranks being pulled, such as the ridicule of APEC security? Also, the We can be Heroes series depicts five different Australian families, parodying the actual event, The Australian of the Year. Although it is just a fictional comedy, it accurately depicts some very true Aussie personalities just in the extreme. It also illustrates the mix of cultures which exists within in Australia, showing the multicultural nation which we have become.
In my Australia, my ‘friends’ are not friends, they’re my ‘mates’ and ‘G’day’ is the greeting of choice. The Australian accent is one which varies from person to person. Typical Aussie slang sayings are now used collectively throughout the country. ‘G’day Mate’, I exclaim as I greet my friend who has come over to watch Neighbours with me. The conversation progresses with a jumble of ‘You bloody beauty’ ‘Fair dinkum’ and ‘Struth!’ This contributes to my Australia, and is part of everyday life and part of mateship. Also, shortening of words is very common, one of the most ridiculous being the Melbourne Cricket Ground which was called the ‘MCG’, it is now commonly known simply as ‘The G’. To some, the raw and strong Australian accents sound more like a chain of gobbledygook you’d be likely to hear from an illiterate, but to me it is welcoming, friendly and relaxed, much like the country itself and contributes to what Australia means to me.
My Australia consists of an array of peculiar tastes. Ready for lunch, it’s hard to decide between a crusty vegemite sandwich and a meat pie with a Farmer’s Union Iced Coffee. In South Australia, we have been the first to make the rest of Australia accustomed to great Aussie foods such as lamingtons and frog cakes. Meat pies are also so highly respected by Aussies that they are almost thought of as a wholly separate and fundamental food group. To further this love of meat pies, South Australia had to take it one step too far, the pie floater. My mate’s lunch sits there, a soggy meat pie floating nauseatingly in the green goo of pea soup, truly disgusting, but rightly Australian!
After lunch I look forward to an afternoon of intense shopping. In the fashion world, Aussies have made some peculiar items part of everyday wear which makes Australia unique. At the sunny beach my ‘thongs’ [not flip-flops] clap my heels with every step and at night my ugg boots mould a fuzzy warmth around my toes. It seems like everyone in Australia wears thongs or uggie’s in every possible situation. Blundstones and the good old Aussie ‘wife beater’ [man’s singlet] are fundamental elements in the make up of the typical and jovial Aussie bogan. 

My Australia consists of many different places that have been part of my childhood which make Australia, and particularly Adelaide, special to me. These places include the bustling shopping in Rundle Mall where I have to decided to shop today, the sun drenched Glenelg Beach and the calming Adelaide Hills. 

In my Australia, music is a massive part of my life and make up what Australia is to me. I turn on the radio, the radio presenters rich and enthusiastic voice informs me of the latest popular tracks. I’m emerged in the music, tapping my foot, but there are a few special songs which shine with Aussie culture that form part of our history which are special to me. ‘Waltzing Matilda’, ‘Come on Aussie, Come on, Come on’ and ‘Our Don Bradman’ (for the cricket world) make me feel at home and proud to be an Australian. Australia also has amazing music festivals across the country, Triple J radio station particularly which holds festivals such as the Big Day Out, that I attended this year and which is a day I will never forget.
In conclusion, my Australia may be perceived as materialistic in nature. The things I have talked about are purely things which I value and which contribute to my overall love of Australia and the culture I have experienced through growing up here. I highly value important factors such as our governmental system and the free nature of this country, the rights and freedoms which we have within this amazing place.

