Braeview School ICT Network


Considerations when planning for Interactive White Boards
Budget

· Must allow for recurrent expenditure in both this and IT

· Plus purchase of a standby projector & spare globes
Distribution Considerations

By:

· Unit

· Interest

Other areas:

· Resource Centre

· Staff Room

· Portability

Issues:

· Teachers

· Children

· Parents

Training and development

· Workshops

· List serves

· Support groups

Network infrastructure

· Data / power points / AV connections

· Security

Maintenance

· Spares

· Network admin time

Board Software

· Must be stable

· Should be intuitive

· Child friendly interface

· Applications shouldn’t need to be board aware

· Should include annotation and handwriting support

· Resources should be available for sharing w/o cost

· Licences should not be an issue

· Rich content, full feature set, depth of ability

· PC & Mac versions at equal level of development

· Builds on the functionality of the platform, eg for Mac:

· Rollovers

· Dock

· System prefs

· Ink

Other Software

· What else works well with IWB’s ?

The Classroom bundle

Interactive White Board

· Type/brand

· Drivers – compatibility

· Dedicated software – platform compatibility eg Easyteach not Mac savvy

· Pens

· Features

· Power, connections, bluetooth

· Longevity, cleaning requirements

· Right click, rollovers

· Board Size, Mounting

Projector

· Type – lcd vs dlp

· Computer  / projector relationship

· Mounting

· Throw

· Security

· Wireless or cable

· Brightness, contrast

· Keystoning

· Globe life

· Inputs – include AV

· Power

· Remote

· Local servicing

Computer

· form factor – is monitor really required?

· RAM

· Combo drive to play DVD’s

· Wireless vs. data point

· Bluetooth mouse, keyboard
Peripherals

· TV

· Speakers

· Scanner & Software

· webcam

· Digital camera

· Microphones

· VCR compatibility

Ideas

· Teach staff to drag links into a folder or onto Word document

· Encourage tabbed browsing

· Consider Elgato EyeTV for digital recording of content
From Maced listserve
· The more you use one the more possibilities you see.

· Do not place too much importance on the brand software, as it will change with time, as will your demands on the board.

· What really brings the whole concept to life is your own creativity.

· It should also be a way of developing/deploying a more learner centric pedagogy rather than a traditional, industrial mode, teacher-as-expert style of teaching. It's really a change of emphasis from teaching to learning.

· I believe the IWB could be used very well in the primary school.  In the early years we do a lot of work around the whiteboard.  Imagine being able to at a touch create the hand written text in type and then move each word on the board and have a student reassemble the sentence.  Mess up the sentence again and print it out then and there.  The students then have their copy.  Record writing a letter and replay to see how it is written.  Save the files for use by students to see how to write a letter.  Record a child writing for archive purposes to add to their digital portfolio.

· The IWB gives us the world at our finger tips and we can all share.

· We have to bring the real world into our classrooms. 

· Teachers at some schools will simply not teach without one now, even going as far as buying their own when they move to a new school that doesn't have one for them. This is a good testimonial I think.

· Recognise Australia is a late starter in the use of IWBs and that there is already - particularly in the UK -  a vast body of experience and research that one should draw upon.

· Appreciate the wise whole of school deployments are succeeding in getting 100% of the teachers to use ICT to enrich their everyday teaching - are dramatically impacting on student attendance, and that a number of the Australian deployments have already been given awards for improving student attainment.

· I used one in my ITSC workshop last year with the advantage that I was always up and moving around the group. It was easy for anyone in the class to come forward and share or question something which we could all view. On the last day I was without the board and felt extremely constricted stuck behind my computer because that is where I had to be to operate it. With a IWB it is much easier to step back and allow students to take control of the lesson.

· The true value of IWB's is as a "digital convergence" tool which allows you to bring together all technologies within the room into one package - DV, DVD, VCR, scanner, digital cameras, audio CD, etc. All accessible through the same unit, displayed widescreen. Also, think well beyond the software that comes with the board as the board will run and control every piece of software or function that is on your computer.
Braeview JP’s choice - ActivBoard:

User requirements

· Meets needs of both students and teachers, and will continue to do so

· Rich content, full feature set, depth of ability

· Builds on the functionality of the Mac

· Choice of user interface – child friendly (ActivPrimary, ActivStudio)

· PC & Mac versions at equal level of development (good for home use, too)

Network requirements

· Complete integration with Mac platform, and the network

· Robust, mature, polished and stable application

· Excellent local service, conveniently located, local servicing for projector

· Good product support network

ActivBoard is made by Promethean (UK), and sold by Commander (St Marys).

Alternative – Smart board

SmartBoards are sold by Electroboard (Marleston).
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